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may the name of Germany be impressed by you for a
thousand years on China so thoroughly that never again
shall a Chinese dare so much as to look askance at
a German.5 Then the reincarnation of King Attila de-
scended from his pulpit, and with this benediction ring-
ing in their ears his Huns set sail for China.

The aged Chancellor, Prince Hohenlohe and the Foreign
Secretary had been looking at each other in blank dismay
at these frightful sentiments, and Billow, as was his wont
when the Emperor made one of his greater gaffes, got
hold of the newspaper reporters and ordered them not to
write out their shorthand notes for publication, but wait
for the version of the imperial speech which he would
send them. The evening papers came in at dinner that
night on the Hohenzollern, and the Emperor, to whom the
joy of seeing his orations in print was ever new, pounced
eagerly on them, but found that all the most magnificent
passages had been omitted. His face expressed the
bitterest chagrin, and, suspecting the identity of the
censor, he said indignantly to Billow, ' You have struck
out the best bits of it/ Unfortunately there had been a
reporter sitting on a house-roof apart from his colleagues
whom Billow had not nobbled, and later in the evening
another paper was brought in which contained a verbatim
report of the whole speech.1 It was too late to stop it
now, for it had already been telegraphed by the exultant
editor to all the central news agencies of Europe, and it
formed a valuable source of anti-German propaganda.
The Emperor who was so fond of alluding to his subjects
as Christians and peace-loving folk, generous, humane and
cultured, had bade them emulate a horde of heathen
barbarians, while he, King Attila, waved them on to
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